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interview

‘“You can experience digital innovation at almost every booth”

An interview with Mark Stephen Pace, chairman of the board of the Association of German Dental Manufacturers.

M ThelnternationalDental Show(IDS)
will celebrate its centenary in March.
In this interview, Mark Stephen Pace,
chairman of the board of the Associa-
tionof German Dental Manufacturers
(VDDI), gives an overview of the pres-
ent status of the preparations for the
show and hints at some of the high-
lights in store for dentists and dental
technicians.

Mr Pace, the 40" IDS will be held
from 14 to 18 March 2023. At the
same time, we will be celebrating
100 years of IDS. How far have prep-
arations for the event progressed?
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At 100 years, we could focus on
thehistoricperspectiveandcongrat-
ulate ourselves on being partof the
immenselyimportantongoingtradi-
tion of trade fairs.

However, itiseven moreimpor-
tanttoembracelDSforwhatitisand
alwayshas been:theleading dental
industrytradefair.ltofferstheorien-
tation that we will so desperately
needforthenexttwo,five tenyears—
evenforthenextonehundredyears,
forthose of us who thinkin genera-
tions. In my experience, there are
many in the dentalindustry who do
so.

Do you consider that, with the SARS-
CoV-2 pandemic, the war in Ukraine
and supply chain disruptions, the
present conditions are particularly
difficult for a trade fair?

We are presently operating ina
difficult environment and, in addi-
tiontothethingsyoumentioned,we
are also faced with the threat of in-
flation and excessive bureaucracy.
Ontheotherhand,theGermanden-
tal industry has been confronted
with many challenges in its more
than100-yearhistory—economic,ge-
opolitical and industry-specific. We
have mastered these challengesto-
getherwiththeGermandentaltech-
nician profession. And that is what
IDS is all about: presenting innova-
tive solutions or developing new
ones together so that we, as dental
manufacturers, can fulfil our mis-
sionforthebenefitofdental techni-
cians,dentistsandpatientsevenun-
der the most difficult conditions.

To what extent will the forthcoming
IDS live up to this role?

| am very optimistic that IDS
will do so. | have hard facts to back
thisupandalsohaveagoodfeeling
about it. The number of exhibitors
registered has already exceeded
1,600,ofwhicharound400havereg-
isteredforjointbooths. Thecompa-
nies come from more than 60 coun-
triesandincludenumerousinterna-
tional market leaders. Awide range
of dental manufacturers will thus
be represented in Cologne. And, of
course, | am particularly pleased
about the participation of the Ver-
band Deutscher Zahntechniker-In-
nungen (VDZI; the German associa-
tionofdentaltechnicians),whichhas
aninformationboothandwhichwill
also host the Gysi Award ceremony.

What do you consider to be the current
megatrends in dental technology?
Digitaltechnologiescontinueto
constituteaglobalmegatrend.Pros-
thetic work can be created very dif-
ferently these days, compared with
the situation ten or twenty years
ago—Iletalone100yearsagol!Digital
impression taking, design on the
computer,CAD/CAMproduction—
thisworkflow hasbeenlearnedand
was included in the new ordinance
on vocational training for dental
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technicians in Germany. This was
publishedintheBundesgesetzblatt
(Federal law gazette) on 1 Apriland
came into force on 1 August.
Thisrepresentsacoherentmod-
ernisation of training regulations,
anditwill helptoensurethatweare
notthreatenedwiththeoneproblem

What does this mean for everyday
dentistry?

The dental technician will be
workingcloselywithmanufacturing
robots,withmachinelearning-ena-
bled systems and with tightly net-
workedlaboratoryequipment.Ofall
theplayersinthedentalfield,dental

“Most [dental technicians] are already right in

the midadle of things and are pioneers.”

that everyone is presently talking
about:ashortageofskilled workers.
This is because digital contentis in-
creasingly being included in both
the teaching curricula and the ex-
aminations. This complements the
moreclassicskillsofthedentaltech-
nician, keeps the profession attrac-
tiveandopensupgoodfutureoppor-
tunities for trainees in a modern,
demandingandextremelyversatile
profession.

Where will this development be re-
flected at IDS?

In a word: everywhere! You can
experience digital innovation at al-
mosteverybooth.Inadditiontothis,
the VDZI's Gysi Award for young
dental technicians is another high-
light.Ithonoursthebestyoungden-
taltechniciansandgivesafuture-ori-
enteddemonstrationofhowstate-of-
the-art digital and analogue pro-
cesses can be used to inspire den-
tists and patients.

Where do you foresee the greatest
potential?

Thereisalready a considerable
amount of artificial intelligencein-
cludedinintra-oralscannertechnol-
ogy but even more in dental CAD
software.Thiscanbringtothedaily
practice automatically generated,
patient-customisedtreatmentplans
forthedesignofcrownsandbridges.
Used together with facial scans,
these proposals can be presented
immediately.Thedentaltechnician
can show them to the dentist and
to the patient, motivating them to
favour a high-quality restoration
option.

techniciansareprobablybestatthis,
astheyaretraditionally the techno-
phileswithintheteam.Forexample,
dentaltechnicianswillfinditeasyto
matchpost-processingequipmentto
materialsand printersin3D printing
becausetheyareexpertsinbothan-
alogueanddigitally networked sys-
tems as well as in dental materials.

What should dental technicians be
doing now to prepare specifically for
the future?

Mostofthemarealreadyrightin
the middle of things and are pio-
neers. A visit to the 40 IDS from 14
to 18 March 2023 in Cologne willen-
able dental technicians to take an
evengreaterstepforward.Intheex-
hibition halls, they will find ana-
logueanddigitalsystems—insome
casesasalternatives,inothersascol-
laborative partners. This will allow
them to choose the best of both
worlds for their own laboratories.

IDSexemplifiesthegenerational
thinkingindentistry,andmanyden-
tal professionals will remember the
goodinvestmentdecisionsmadeby
theirparentsandgrandparentsafter
a visit to the trade fair. We will also
be celebrating thisattheforthcom-
inginstalmentoftheworld’sleading
dental trade fair by staying true to
themotto“100yearsofIDS—andthe
next 100yearswill beeven more ex-
citing”.

We look forward to seeing you
there! «

Editorial note: This is an edited ver-
sion of an interview that was origi-
nally published in German in issue
3/2022 of Zahntechnik TELESKOP.



A S A

3D printers
for dentistry.

For when quality assurance and patient safety matter.

AST=A

Material Freedom.

Unlimited and unrestricted access to 500+ industry leading materials.

Predictable performance.

3D print monitoring with Asiga SPS™ Technology as standard.

3D printers you can trust.

Best-in-class 3D printers with a global install base in the lab and clinic.
Unlimited and free technical support - for life.

asiga.com

Copyright © Asiga Pty Ltd. Asiga and the Asiga logo are registered trademarks of Asiga.



