
Creating unique smiles with the 
Z1 implant system

The French-based company TBR Dental is specialised in 
the development and manufacturing of high-grade implants 
made from zirconia and titanium. In this interview, Julien 
Benhamou, CEO of the company, talks about the company 
and the unique features of their implant system Z1. 

What does your company stand for? What’s your 
core philosophy?
For over 30 years, TBR has been sharing a vision with 
dentists: we want to offer patients the best possible func-
tional and aesthetic restorations. Our team focuses on 
being the right partner for dentists who are looking to 
boost their practices with innovative products like the Z1 
implant system, which offers unique benefits for dental 
practitioners and patients alike. 

What are the overriding trends in your market?
Tissue-level and zirconia implants are answering key chal-
lenges in implantology. Today, leading manufacturers like 

Nobel Biocare with the On1 concept and the NobelPearl 
implant, and Straumann with the PURE Ceramic implant 
system, are offering new tissue-level solutions that enable 
practitioners to achieve highly satisfactory results.

Analyses by the Schroeder’s research team have shown 
that—in order for implant treatments to be successful—it 
is vital for dental implants to integrate with the three tis-
sues types that implant placement procedures are pre-
dominantly concerned with: bone tissue, connective tis-
sue and epithelial tissue. The challenge of periodontal 
implant integration is to achieve quality and especially 
long-term stability between these three tissues. Around 
a soft-tissue-level implant, the size of the muco-implant 
junction is comparable to the size of the gingival junc-
tion around healthy natural teeth.1–3 Owing to extensive 
research, there is an ongoing market shift towards mini-
mally-invasive tissue-level implants at the moment. Sup-
ported by 20 years of scientific research, TBR is proud to 
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3D technology that facilitates implant 
planning with instant volume measurement 
and bone density assessment
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offer the unique Z1 tissue-level implant system fea-
turing a zirconia collar.

What makes your implant system special?
The Z1 system follows a clear philosophy: it is specif-
ically designed to suit the anatomy of every patient. 
It is the only tissue-level implant which is able to 
adapt the used materials zirconia and titanium to the 
surrounding tissues, achieving highly successful 
osseointegration as a result. A study by Hermann 
et al., published in 20014, emphasises that—es-
pecially in aesthetic areas—the placement of tis-
sue-level implants can have significant benefits 
for patients, since tissue-level implants resemble 
natural teeth in many ways. 

Unlike other dental implants, which require sev-
eral surgeries for being effectively placed and re-
stored, the Z1 combines the two reliable and bio-
compatible materials zirconia and titanium for an 
improved healing process and, as a consequence, 
long-term and successful treatment outcomes. When it 
comes to meeting patients’ high aesthetic expectations, 
we can proudly say that 100 per cent of the treated pa-
tients are satisfied with the treatment outcome. In addition, 
the Z1 can be placed during only one surgical procedure in 
the dental practice. Moreover, the Z1 system protects the 
patient’s gum by providing high-quality aesthetics and an 
anti-bacterial shield to the crestal bone and the gingiva.5–6

Z1 is an implant system that offers a highly aesthetic, 
protective and long-lasting solution, owing to the zirco-
nia collar at gum level, which mimics the colour of natural 
teeth.7–9 From the patient’s side, there has been a clear 
and strong demand for an implant system like this and—
since it’s release—patients have come to love it. 

Speaking of prosthetic flexibility—what works and 
what doesn’t?
When it comes to design, modern CAD/CAM technolo-
gies provide a high degree of flexibility. The Z1 system has 

also been developed and manufactured with this pur-
pose in mind. Recent trends have shown that—if we 
want to limit bone cratering and sulcus depth—we need 
to move the prosthetic connection away from the bone 
area.10 Placing and restoring the Z1 implant is easier, 
safer and more aesthetic in comparison to other dental 
implant systems. With Z1, your prosthetic possibilities are 
only limited by your imagination.

What is the future for TBR?
TBR is excited to invite even more talented dentists to 
experience the advantages of the new Z1 implant sys-
tem first-hand. There are many practitioners who have 
already fallen in love with the Z1 technology, since they 
are able to create unique patients’ smiles with it. Driv-
ing our growth in key markets, there is no doubt that the 
Z1 implant is currently developing to become a game 
changer in the dental implant market. Apart from grow-
ing organically, the TBR Group is also looking to grow 
through the acquisition of innovative companies. Next 
step: IDS 2019! Visit us in Hall 4.1 at Booth A058 to learn 
more about Z1.

Further information on the Z1 implant system can be 
found online under tbr.dental, or via e-mail at contact@
tbr.dental.
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Fig. 2: A placed Z1 implant in the posterior region.
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