
Foundations for the future laid 
at members’ meeting of ISMI
Jürgen Isbaner, Germany

Owing to the travel and other restrictions that have 
arisen from the COVID-19 pandemic, the annual meet-
ing of the International Society of Metal Free Implan-
tology (ISMI), originally scheduled to take place in May 
in Berlin in Germany, was postponed, and with it also 
the regularly held members’ meeting. On the last week-
end of  September, however, an autumn conference of 
ISMI was organised in the SWISS BIOHEALTH CLINIC in 
 Kreuzlingen in Switzerland, and within this context, the 
postponed members’ meeting took place. 

At that meeting, the expert society took the opportunity to 
reposition itself. The managing board of ISMI highlighted 
the most recent positive developments of the society and 
the many contributing factors, among them stable mem-
bership growth, attractive continuing education offerings 
and effective efforts in public relations. In addition to the 
novel challenges that followed the establishment period 
of ISMI, the members’ meeting was concerned with staff-
ing matters and developing broader strategies for the 
future. Besides the clinical experiences of practitioners, 
ISMI is aiming to place a stronger focus on the scienti�c 
research on the use of ceramic implants. For this rea-
son, it has granted € 10,000 towards funding of a scien-
ti�c study. The managing board of ISMI and the newly 
formed board of directors, under the direction of Frank-
furt am Main-based Prof. Shahram Ghanaati, will be plan-
ning and executing this project. Additionally, it was dis-
cussed how membership of the professional association 

as well as the topic of ceramic implantology in general 
can be made more attractive, particularly to younger gen-
erations. How this can be achieved will also be the topic 
of discussion in future ISMI board meetings. 

With its newly expanded leadership team, ISMI feels con-
�dent and well prepared for the tasks that lie ahead. After 
the successful autumn conference, which is planned to 
be an annual event from now on, attention is now being 
directed towards preparation for the annual meeting of 
ISMI, which is set to take place on 7 and 8 May 2021 in 
Düsseldorf in Germany.

The new management of ISMI is composed of Dr Karl 
 Ulrich Volz as president and Dr Dominik Nischwitz as 
vice president. Additionally, the board of directors is 
 composed of Prof. Ghanaati, Dr Johann Lechner, Dr 
Benjamin Roth and Dr Tobias Wilck. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ismi.me.

contact

International Society of Metal Free Implantology
Holbeinstraße 29
04229 Leipzig, Germany
Phone: +49 800 4764000
of� ce@ismi.me

Fig. 1: View into the meeting room, where the autumn conference of the International Society of Metal Free Implantology was held on the last weekend of 

September. Fig. 2: At the members’ meeting of the International Society of Metal Free Implantology, Dr Karl Ulrich Volz (left) was elected as the new president 

of the expert society. He takes over from Dr Dominik Nischwitz (right), who will serve as vice president from now on. 
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ISMI and IAOCI join forces 

Drs Sammy Noumbissi (US) and Karl Ulrich Volz (Swit-
zerland) are two of the most experienced surgeons world-
wide when it comes to modern one-piece and two-piece 
ceramic implants. In the past 20 years, the two combined 
have successfully placed several thousand ceramic im-
plants. Moreover, they are the founding presidents of the 
first two international expert societies for ceramic implan-
tology—the International Academy of Ceramic Implantol-
ogy (IAOCI) and the International Society of Metal Free 
Implantology (ISMI). Ceramic implants had the opportu-
nity to interview the two about future joint activities.

Editorial note: The ISMI initially planned to hold its 2020 
annual congress in May in Berlin, for the first time in co-
operation with the IAOCI. Owing to the current COVID-19 
pandemic, however, the decision was made to postpone 
the event to 2021 and it is now set to take place on 7 and 
8 May 2021 in Düsseldorf. For more information, contact 
the organiser at events@oemus-media.de.

Drs Noumbissi and Volz, you two have been friends 
and colleagues for many years. Now, the IAOCI has 
also officially joined ISMI as an educational partner 
for its 2021 annual congress. What’s the main reason 
behind you two joining forces?

Dr Volz: Sammy, whom I extremely respect as a great 
surgeon, ambitious teacher and very honest friend, is 
truly committed to pushing the paradigm shift regard-
ing ceramic implants forward. He dedicates and com-
mits himself entirely to his expert society, the IAOCI. 
Yet, ceramic implants represent only a small share of 
the entire dental implant market. It thus makes a lot 
of sense to join forces and to support each other in 
our activities and conferences. ISMI will be organising 
congresses in the German-speaking countries and in 
northern Europe, and the IAOCI will take care not only 
of the US but also of Latin America, Africa, Australia 
and possibly Asia. 

  interview | 
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The innovative specialist society for modern metal-free implantology

Benefits 

7–8 May 2021 | Düsseldorf
Hotel InterContinental

Ceramic Implants – State of the Art
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Benefit from the dual membership offer:  
Join ISMI and IAOCI now

Effective public relations
Benefit from a strong community that elevates the marketing of your practice 
through effective public relations strategies.

Personal online member profile
ISMI provides a personal profile of all active members on their website — free 
of charge. In addition, the ISMI patient platform provides important information 
for patients and features a search tool with which patients can find their perfect 
dentist.

Discount on congress fees
Come and join us: attend the Annual Meeting of ISMI in Düsseldorf on 7 and 8 May 2021 
and benefit from first-rate continuing education. ISMI members receive a special dis-
count on the participation fee.

Online archive for specialists
Enjoy free and exclusive access to ISMI’s extensive online archive where you will 
find a wide range of training videos and clinical case reports. There, you can also 
discuss all relevant questions regarding metal-free implantology with experts and 
colleagues from around the world.

Newsletter
The ISMI newsletter keeps you up to date with the latest scientific trends, products, 
and events on a regular basis. It also features user reports as well as a wide range 
of information about metal-free implantology.

Specialist magazine
As a member of ISMI, your membership fee includes a subscription of the inde-
pendently published English language magazine “ceramic implants — international 
magazine of ceramic implant technology”. Published twice a year, the magazine 
offers specialist articles and event reports as well as industry- and science-related 
news from the international world of metal-free implantology. In addition, “ceramic 
implants” provides information about manufacturers and their latest products.

Become a dual member of  
ISMI and IAOCI now!


